EDITORIAL Adequate Supplies of Fruits and Vegetables
The public has become increasingly aware that a diet that includes four or five fruits or vegetables per day substantially reduces the incidence of many types of cancers. At present, supplies of these foods are abundant and relatively inexpensive. But continuation of trends in the cancellation (banning) of fungicides could lead to food scarcities. An increase in the contamination of foods by fungal products that include carcinogens and nerve, liver, and kidney poisons would also follow. Moreover, in the absence of protective fungicides, plants in self-defense create phytoalexins, some of which are toxic to humans and induce carcinomas in rodents.
An immediate cause for concern is the content of a Consent Decree dated 20 September 1994 in which the Environmental Protection Agency is a participant. Implementation of the Consent Decree is being challenged by six food protection and processing organizations. However, the Delaney Clause is involved, and as long as that proviso stands, the Consent Decree is likely to be implemented. In that event, many of the most effective fungicides would ultimately be banned by the Environmental Protection Agency.
Fruits and vegetables are subject to attack by pests that include hundreds of species of fungi. If the number of permissible fungicides is reduced so that few are available, fungi will destroy crops. Were synthetic fungicides not available, experts have said that production of apples would be reduced 40%; grapes, 33%; peaches, 49%, and strawberries, 38%. Production of most vegetables also would be decreased. Prices 
